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and a spirit that just really moved me. I
called him from the plane coming down
here. And I’ll tell you, with that kind of
spirit and then the cooperation from these
officials, local, State, and Federal, why,
we’re going to get the job done.

But my message to these kids would be,
look, you’ve had a tough time, and you lost
a lot of stuff, a lot of toys, a lot of—you’ve
seen your mothers and dads hurt, but you’re
going to bounce back. You’re living in
America. And the American spirit is going
to lift you up. And that’s the answer.

Last one.
Q. Mr. President, a lot of people, they’re

afraid to use the tents because they’re con-
cerned about security of their homes. And
do you have anything you can say to encour-
age them?

The President. Yes, I would encourage
them to use these tent cities. If they don’t
want to stay there all night long, they ought
to go there, get medical attention, get show-
ers, use the sanitary facilities there, get the
food that’s there. But I’ve talked to Gov-
ernor Chiles about this. He has expressed
his confidence not only in the National
Guard, who has the security function and
will be patrolling, but all of us have ex-
pressed our support for the local law en-
forcement people. I think it’s a tribute to
the spirit of Florida and the people of Flor-
ida that the acts of violence have been far
less than predicted. We would, of course,
condemn any violence, any taking advantage
of one’s neighbor. But nevertheless, I think
that my message to them would be, use
the facilities that exist.

I met a family right across the way here,
literally less than a block from here. They
needed medical attention for a child. And

they were asking, ‘‘We need medical atten-
tion. Where can we get help?’’ Here are
these fantastic volunteers, right here, less
than a block away, who stand ready to help
in whatever the ailment, whatever the ill-
ness.

And so I think the city officials, the
Mayor, the city manager are doing what
they can now to get the message out. The
Army has distributed, I think it’s 10,000
radios. Those will be in the communities.
And over those radios will be broadcast:
What’s available? How do you get your in-
surance? How do you get your Social Secu-
rity check? Where do you go for medical
attention? And once that communication
networks gets going, say nothing of word
of mouth, then I think these people will
be beautifully served.

Some are scared to leave their homes.
And I would simply say to them, trust in
the security that’s being provided in the
neighborhoods. You don’t have to be gone
for all the time. If you feel more com-
fortable in your home or what’s left of it,
go, take the kid and go and leave somebody
else in the house, and then come back.
But soon that confidence will build, because
these military people that have set up the
camps, these private sector people, the Red
Cross and others that have set up these
facilities really have the spirit that will give
the people the reassurance they need.

And it’ll take care of itself, but we need
to get the message out. And we’re going
to continue to try to do that.

Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m. to com-
munity members at Homestead Middle
School.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Naming Alvah Chapman
as Florida Disaster Relief Adviser
September 1, 1992

President Bush today asked Alvah Chap-
man, of Miami, FL, to work with Secretary
of Transportation Andrew Card and the
Federal Task Force on Hurricane Andrew

as an adviser on private sector resources
and relief efforts in south Florida. Mr.
Chapman is director and chairman of the
executive committee of Knight-Ridder, Inc.,
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a newspaper chain that includes the Miami
Herald and other Florida newspapers. As
a resident of Florida for almost 40 years,
he has been a leader in many community

service endeavors. Mr. Chapman will help
address the needs of the people in south
Florida and marshal private sector resources
in the local community.

White House Statement on Additional Disaster Relief for Florida
September 1, 1992

The President today announced that he
has amended his August 24, 1992, declara-
tion of a major disaster in the State of Flor-
ida to waive State and local cost sharing
requirements, where permitted to do so by
law, and to allow reimbursement of 100
percent of eligible public assistance costs
exceeding $10 per capita.

This additional relief provided by the
President is consistent with a request made
by Gov. Lawton Chiles. It was taken in
response to the unprecedented damage and
destruction caused by Hurricane Andrew.
By waiving customary State and local cost
sharing requirements, the President can
provide maximum Federal assistance to the

people of Florida whose lives have been
so severely disrupted by this disaster.

This waiver applies to all authorized pub-
lic assistance. It will provide additional help
to the State in its efforts to remove debris
from the disaster areas, eliminate imme-
diate threats to public health and safety,
and carry out emergency work to save lives.
Assistance for temporary housing, crisis
counseling, and disaster unemployment will
continue to be 100 percent federally funded
where allowed under the law.

Note: The amended disaster declaration was
attached to this release.

White House Statement on Additional Disaster Relief for Florida
Schools
September 1, 1992

The President today called Octavio
Visiedo, superintendent of schools for Dade
County, FL, to inform him that $40 million
will be immediately available to hard-hit
Florida schools. The funds will be used to
provide transportation to schools and new
portable classrooms and to cover extraor-
dinary operating costs.

Hurricane Andrew destroyed or severely
damaged 15 percent of the 297 Dade Coun-
ty schools, creating transportation needs for
40,000 more children than expected. It is
anticipated that with the additional assist-

ance all children in Dade County will be
able to return to school on September 14.

Other aid to be provided by the Depart-
ment of Education will help students af-
fected by the disaster. This aid includes:
additional Federal grant and loan money
to college, university, and trade school stu-
dents; new funds for supplemental grants
and campus-based loans to all institutions
that enroll students affected by the disaster;
and sensitivity in accommodating students’
financial needs in general.
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